Tri-State Ski Club

Jormerly: Tri-State Outdoor Adventure Club
P.O. Box 3752 Evansville, IN 47736

Mogul Memos

The Year-Round Sports and Activities Club

Vol. 09, Issue 4 www.tristateskiclub.org April 2009

DRAGONS ON THE OHIO

The 4th Annual Dragons on the Ohio festival will be held on June 5 and 6 (note date change) at Eagle Crest Lake
(in the complex where Cracker Barrel, Cheeseburger in Paradise, Hampton Inn, etc., are located).

The opening night celebration will take place on Friday, June 5, at 7 p.m. Roast pig and other food will be provided
by Cheeseburger in Paradise. BYOBeverages. Admission is free for registered team members and $5 for guests.

The races will be held on Saturday, June 6. The schedule is as follows:

6:30 a.m. - team set-up

7 a.m. - mandatory team captain meeting

8 a.m. - time trials begin

11:30 a.m. - breast cancer survivor ceremony
12:30 p.m. - competition races

6:30-ish p.m. - awards ceremony

Each team will participate in 3 heats, 6 total races.

If anyone is interested in paddling, there’s still time to sign up. We also need volunteers to help with set-up/take-
down and our hospitality tent.

If you’re interested in paddling, volunteering, or both, please contact Madonna Yancey at 490-2795 or
mgvancey@wowway.com.

To learn more about the Dragon Boat races, visit www.dragonsontheohio.com.

T $ What— Hike in Angel Mounds woods from levee to
E _lkln g at the Ohio River and back. Hike takes 2+ hours. After-
wards, hot dog roast in Nancy's backyard. Bring a bev-
erage of your choice.

g Day— Saturday, April 25 (rain date Saturday, May 9)
MO und S Time— Meet at Nancy Scherer's house at 9:00. Car

pool to the levee parking lot at Pollack and Lenn Road
(1 minute from Nancy's house, but there are only a

N X / O O d S handful of parking spaces at the levee, so it's better that
most everyone leaves their vehicle at Nancy's house.) '

RSVP Nancy (476-1305, n.scherer@insightbb.com)
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Ski and Snowboard Clubs and the Economy

Most people have been adversely impacted by the
economy, whether it's been loss of employment, losses
in their investments (both retirement and non-
retirement), losses in the value of their homes, or several
combinations of these.

Many of us will be hoping to outlast the economy, to
maintain our jobs and businesses until business comes
back, or to add to our investments while markets are
down.

Some individuals and organizations will utilize this
economy to make changes that will actually allow them
to come out from the bad economy in a better position
than they went in. For many that will mean taking on
risk. Ski and snowboard clubs may be able to take ad-
vantage of this economy without high risk.

Good Economies Hurt Ski and Snowboard Clubs

This is a concept that I just started thinking about,
but if I'm right it means that better days might be ahead
for some of our clubs. Many of our longer established
clubs thrived years ago because they offered ski trips at
prices that individual travelers could not match. Indi-
viduals paid more than club members for their lodging,
airfare and lift tickets because they couldn't get group
rates. Ski clubs survived good economies because get-
ting great prices was all but impossible without them.

Move forward to the past fifteen years, and the inter-
net has often been identified as one reason for the drop
in club membership. The web's potential to search and
find inexpensive packages has often been viewed as a
source of our drop in membership.

What hasn't been identified, however, has been the
strength of the economy in that same time. Strong
economies have existed prior to the nineties, but there
was no resource for finding great deals at those times,
and the strong economies didn’t last as long; clubs there-
fore weren't hurt as bad by the good economies.

So Why is a Bad Economy Good?

Skiing and snowboarding’s popularity, witnessed by
record number of skier days over the past ten years, has
only been increasing. This season the number will drop
significantly, attributable, of course, to the economy. For
many, the cost of our sport will keep them away from
the slopes this season, and likely for additional seasons. I
believe that our clubs can again be attractive to the skiers
and snowboarders that aren't currently in clubs.

In these past fifteen years, as our clubs have aged,
and as our members' discretionary budgets have in-
creased, many of our clubs have booked trips with great
value, but probably not at budget prices. Our clubs might
once again be attractive to non-members if we start of-
fering the type of penny pinching trips of twenty or more
years ago. This might mean a portion of our trips stay at
properties that aren't a short walk to the lifts; it might
mean allowing members to choose to have someone
sleep on a rollaway; maybe we choose a week long trip
that departs and returns mid-week instead of weekend to
weekend. Bottom line, there are some options out there
that will allow us to lower our costs to attract new mem-
bers, as well as being a help to our current members.

Penny pinching trips may not suit all of the current
members of a club, and switching every club trip to a
penny pincher may be risky. Still, few of our members
have been untouched by the drop in the economy, and
we may find current members will react favorably to
some penny pinching.

Those of our clubs that manage to take advantage of
this economy have a chance to emerge from it in better
shape than when they entered. People not inclined to join
clubs may suddenly find themselves joining so that they
don't have to miss the season; after that, they may find
out they enjoy the club and decide to stay.

As I stated earlier, there are always people and or-
ganizations that are able to take advantage of bad times.
Ski and snowboard clubs can be among them, if we
make some changes to take those advantages. Let's make
the best of a bad situation.

Respectfully submitted,

Keith L. Fanta

Past President

Chicago Metropolitan Ski Council
Vice President

National Ski Council Federation
March, 2009
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Seven Springs Ski Trip

Seven Springs, Pennsylvania was the Febru-
ary destination of eight TRI-STATE SKI CLUB
members. Carpooling to Seven Springs were
Patty and Jeff Cron, David Griggs, Gene Brouil-
lard, Nancy Scherer and her 12 year-old daugh-
tet, Molly, and Jan Tucker and her 10 year-old
grandson, Max Tucker.

Nancy and Jan with an excited Molly and
Max skied upon arrival on Wednesday evening,
even though the weather was drizzly. It was
Molly and Max’s first venture onto some “big
time” slopes. Having only skied at Paoli, they
thought that Seven Springs was awesome.

All of the members were impressed with
the renovation of the Seven Springs hotel. All of
the rooms looked brand new with first class
amenities. A new restaurant had been added
too.

Although the weather was blustery, the next
morning brought new snow and all of the
TRISTATERS enjoyed the day skiing, and were
delighted with the two new high speed six-pack
lifts.

That evening they joined the Louisville Ski
Club for an OVSC wine and cheese party.

Patty and Jeff celebrated Patty's birthday
with a gourmet dinner at the prestigious Helen’s
restaurant. (Was that birthday #29 Patty?)

Nastar races were the highlight of the next
two days and several members attended a race
clinic. Gene and Dave had a two day race
“orudge match”. We won’t say who won, but
one member had a yard sale on the race slope.
Also racing for TRI-STATE were Nancy, Jeff,
Molly and Max. Although Dave hadn’t skied in
several years, he won one bronze medal, and
Gene won two. Max also earned a bronze
medal, which he promptly lost. Nancy said that
although she had the distinction of being the
slowest racer down the slope, at least she didn’t
wipe out or take down any flags. However, Jan
wiped out, and she was just a spectator.

Patty and Jeff enjoyed a leisurely ski trip by

occasionally sleeping in. We bet that they didn’t
miss the sumptuous breakfast in the Slopeside
Dining Room, however.

Gene, Dave, Nancy, Molly, Jan and Max
were up early and tried to make the most of
each ski day. Molly, however, caught a “bug”
and spent a couple of days in bed.

Jan had forbidden Max to ski black slopes
until he told her that he had skied the blacks
during his lesson. Nancy saw him skiing black
slopes and decided if ten year old Max could do
it, then she could do it too.

One morning Nancy and Jan had just got-
ten off of a lift when they heard a loud thud just
behind them. It seems that Max had forgotten
to get off of the lift and exited by jumping
down.

In the evenings the several lounges were
hopping with laughter and loud music. Could
we have found Patty and Jeff and Gene and
Dave partying in one of them?

Molly and Max found plenty of entertain-
ment in the game room. They challenged each
other in bowling and miniature golf and played
video games as well. The swimming pool looked
inviting, but there just wasn’t enough time to do
everything.

The week ended with the traditional buffet
in the Convention Hall with many tables laden
with all kinds of elegant and wonderful food.
Upon seeing it, Max exclaimed, “Wow, we
should have eaten here every night!”

The ski trip almost ended in disaster for
Gene when he unknowingly left his suitcase
sitting outside of the hotel. They were already in
Ohio when the hotel called his cell phone to say
that it had been found. Fortunately, Nancy and
Jan had not left yet, and they managed to find a
spot for it in the over-loaded van.

Everyone agreed that they had a wonderful
time and that Seven Springs should be a destina-
tion for TRI-STATE next year.

Submitted by Jan Tudker

Tri-State Ski Club - meeting schedule
The TSSC meets the second Sunday of every month at the Lone Star Steakhouse &
Saloon in the Eastland Place Shopping Center, across the street from Eastland
Mall. Social Hour is from 6:30 to 7:00 PM, Membership Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.

Happy Hour at The Pub , 1340 E. Division St., corner of Division St. and Willow Rd.,
beginning 5:30 PM on the Friday after our Membership Meeting.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OFFICERS
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Nancy Scherer

n.scherer@insightbb.com
812-476-1305

Vice —President
Steve Yancey

syancey@kingmech.com
812-490-2795

Secretary
Luan Greubel
Luan Greubel@att.net
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Treasurer
Joe Scott

joelindascott@yahoo.com
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Legal
Ole Olsen, Jr.
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Pete Wiggin
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812-473-1931
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Janet Doyle
812-477-2913

OVSC Co-Representative
Long Trips
Jan Tucker
Jansuetucker@att.net
812-853-3014

Short Trips
Jim Gibson

jkgibson42420@gmail.com
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Public Relations
David Gonnerman
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812-402-0062

Social Director
Pattie Davis

ddpattie@aol.com
812-421-8032
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Permanent Directors: Ron Barr, Pattie Davis, Bill Gowin, Roger Hansen, Ron Mossberger
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Membership Dues:
Single: $30.00
Family: $40.00
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Take a friend skiing --
Have fun!

Extra copies of this newsletter are available at: http://www.tristateskiclub.org/newsletter.htm
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